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David Gilbert serves as President and CEO of Greater Cleveland Sports Commission, an organization 
dedicated to making Greater Cleveland the nation’s foremost destination for amateur sporting 
events and activities, and Destination Cleveland, the region’s destination marketing and 
management organization. He re-established the Sports Commission in 2000 and assumed his role 
with Destination Cleveland in 2011. From April 2015 through December 2017, David also served as 
the president and CEO of the Cleveland 2016 Host Committee for the Republican National 
Convention.  
 
Greater Cleveland Sports Commission is responsible for attracting, creating, managing, and 
enhancing significant sporting and competitive events. Since 2000, the organization has attracted 
over 200events including the NFL Draft, MLB All-Star Game, NBA All-Star Weekend and NCAA 
Women’s Final Four in addition to the upcoming 2024 Pan-American Maters Games. These events 
have contributed more than $780 million in local economic impact. 
 
At Destination Cleveland, Gilbert is responsible for carrying out the organization’s mission to drive 
economic impact and stimulate community vitality by positioning and promoting Cleveland as an 
exciting, vibrant destination. Under his leadership, visitation and economic impact increased 
dramatically for nine consecutive years (2011-2019) before the onset of the COVID-19 global 
pandemic. During that time, annual visitation grew at a pace greater than the U.S. visitation growth 
rate. 
 
Gilbert serves as vice president on the board of the International Children’s Games, based in 
Lausanne, Switzerland, and sits of the boards of the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Huntington 
Convention Center of Cleveland and the U.S. Travel and Tourism Advisory Board of the Department 
of Commerce. He was named by Crain’s Cleveland Business as one of Cleveland’s “30 influencers of 
the past 30 years,” Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year and in 2016, he received the SME 
Cleveland Business Executive of the Year Award. 
 
Gilbert has a Bachelor of Arts degree in marketing from The Ohio State University and an MBA from 
Cleveland State University.  


